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In 2011, Nebraska Loves Public Schools began with 

one mission — to change the persistent, negative  

narrative about public schools. “We celebrate I Love Public 

Schools Day to share positive messages about the teachers, students, 

and school community. It is also an opportunity to thank the teachers who 

dedicate their lives to student learning,” said Dr. Browne, 

our school superintendent. On Wednesday, January 29th, 

the students celebrated I Love Public Schools day by hav-

ing a whole-school assembly. All students wore their 

brand new, student-created, "I Love BCS" t-shirts and read 

aloud why they love BCS. These messages were later     

displayed in the school’s lobby.  After the student   

presentations, there was a group photo in the gym.  

 The minds behind the idea of the shirts were the 

student council members and their sponsor, Mrs. 

Boettcher.  Mrs. Boettcher said, “We decided to tie-dye shirts because we were 

brainstorming ideas on how to celebrate I love Public Schools Day this year. 

We thought it would be special if all of the students and staff took a group pic-

ture and a t-shirt would be an added touch!” She was able to put the “I Love 

BCS” on the shirts with screen printing. “The screen printing is essentially a 

stencil that I created with my Silhouette Cameo machine I use at home. I or-

dered screen printing screens and then cut out a stencil of what I wanted the 

shirt to look like using Heat Transfer Vinyl and ironed it onto the screen!” Stu-

dents and staff applied the stencil and paint to the shirts during a session on 

Optional Enrichment Friday.  

 There are so many reasons as to why students, staff, and community 

members love Banner County School.  One thing to remember though, the 

school is just the building, it’s 

the people that work and learn 

in it that create the “family” we 

call Banner County School.  
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T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 2 0  

 Gabe Teeple is the school champion for Banner 

County’s Geography Bee. Riley Jones is the runner-

up. The finalists this year were:  8th Graders - Wyatt 

Reichenberg, Adam Knaub, Andie West and Marie 

Hein  

7th Graders – Keira Bolander and Isaac Olsen 

6th Graders - Kesmera Palu and Logan Mason 

 

Good luck to Gabe as he prepares to take the   

qualifying test for the state competition.  

Extra! Extra!  Read all about it! Check out the results from the many events that Banner County stu-

dents have participated in this last month.  Thanks goes out to everyone that helped make these 

events possible. Congratulations to all the participants on their hard work during these competi-

tions.  

On Tuesday, January 28th, Banner County School held their annual Spelling Bee. Students in grades 1st 

through 8th grade participated. Each grade level had a class champion.  In order  to win the title of 

School Champion, the students that took 1st and 2nd place in grades 5th through 8th grade competed 

against each other.   

 

 Class Winners: 

 First Grade — Roger McGowan 

 Second Grade — Kambrie Loutzenhizer 

 Third Grade — George Teeple 

 Fourth Grade — Shawnie Mason 

 Fifth Grade — Kelani Cross 

 Sixth Grade — Gabe Teeple  

 Seventh Grade — Isaac Olsen 

 Eighth Grade — Andie West 

        School Runner-up: Keira Bolander 

        School Champion: Gabe Teeple 

 

Good Luck to Gabe as he prepares for the state competition on March 28th in Omaha, Nebraska! 

  The MathCounts team recently competed and 

took home the trophy for “Most Improved Team 

Score.” The students were able to double their team 

score since last year.   The students also placed in-

dividually. Out of 68 participants ours placed as   

follows: 

Gabe Teeple – 19th 

Isaac Olsen - 33rd 

Jaelyn Yetter - 46th 

Jacob Parsons - 49th 

Logan Mason - 64th 
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This month’s senior spotlight is all about Chase Riedel and Tucker Haug. I had the privilege of 

speaking to each of them on their goals for finishing the year and plans for the future. 
 

What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

Tucker: Livestock judging and welding in FFA. I also compete with swine and 

beef in 4-H. 

Chase: Agronomy, vet science, range judging, and floriculture in FFA. 
 

What goals do you have for this year? 

Both Tucker’s and Chase’s main goal for this year is to graduate.  
 

What are your plans for after high school? 

Tucker: I plan to get my CDL (Commercial Driver’s License) and become a truck driver. 

Chase: Well, right after high school I’m going fishing. Career wise, I’m going to take an EMT course 

and become a firefighter.  

 

What was your favorite class at Banner County School and why? 

Tucker: Agricultural fabrication, because I get to choose my own projects and 

work on it independently. 

Chase: Yearbook and English, because I have fun in class.  

Come one, come all….to enjoy an evening of delicious food and 

sporting events at Banner County School. On Friday, February 21st  the 

senior class will be serving chili and homemade cinnamon rolls at the free will donation supper 

from 5-6:30 pm. After eating, join in on the community basketball games. There will be a 

women’s game, men’s game, and an elementary scrimmage. During the basketball games, there 

will be a limited concession stand from 5-7:30 pm.  We look forward to see everyone at the 

community supper and basketball games.  See you there! 

Please remember to bring your gym shoes. 
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T H E  S C R A T C H I N G  P O S T –  F E B R U A R Y ,  2 0 2 0  

 Banner County School is 1 of 3 schools in the panhandle that is part of the dental sealant 

program offered by UNMC Dental Hygienist Program.  This program is a free program to stu-

dents, parents, and Banner County School. Under the guidance of Dr. Fuss and Lisa Moravec, 

UNMC students who are training to be a dental hygienist travel to BCS to work with stu-

dents in grades 2-6. The first phase of the process is checking the teeth for cavities. 

After the first screening, the UNMC students and supervisors will return on March 

4th to apply sealants and fluoride to the students’ teeth. If a student has a cavity, 

their parents will receive a report of which tooth it is on so they may get it taken 

care of since a tooth with a cavity cannot get sealant applied to it.  Once the stu-

dent has had their sealants and fluoride applied, they will get a goodie bag for their 

participation. The main item in the goodie bag that the students are most excited about 

is the electric toothbrush. Even if a student doesn’t participate in the sealant program, but has 

returned their permission slip, they will still get a goodie bag. It’s a win-win situation! Banner 

County School is very thankful for the UNMC students, Lisa Moravec, and Dr. Fuss for taking time 

out of their busy days for checking on BCS students’ dental health.  

Banner County School Immunization Clinic 

Regional West Medical Center Community Health Immunization Clinic will be providing immuniza-

tions for students in grades Pre-K through 12th grade.   DTaP / TDaP,  Polio,  MMR,  Varicella,   

Meningococcal, Hepatitis A, and HPV immunizations will be available at this clinic.  Tetanus will be 

available for adults needing a booster.   
 

When: Thursday, March 5, 2020 

 From 5:00-7:00 pm 

Where: Banner County School 

This clinic is free of charge.  
 

Contact Marie Parker at 308-436-5262 or marie.parker@bcswildcats.org to set up an appointment. 

Please remember to bring your insurance card or Medicaid card along with your current 

 immunization record.  

 On Tuesday, March, 10th at 8 am, Panhandle Public Health 

District (PPHD)  will be hosting a focus group at Banner County 

School.  Community members who attend will be asked to share 

their opinions and points of view on the community’s health needs 

and services available. In order to get an idea of the community’s 

health strengths and weaknesses, PPHD needs your input.  The re-

sults of this focus group will remain confidential.  We hope to see 

you there.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
February 10th, 2020 
 
Awards and Recognitions  
BCS students who displayed their artwork during the MAC basketball tournament in 
Bridgeport: Aubrey Clement and Joe Cross. 

Spelling Bee winners: Gabriel Teeple, 1st Place; Keira Bolander, 2nd Place. 
National Geographic Geography Bee winners: Gabriel Teeple, 1st; Riley Jones, 2nd place 

MAC Speech: Makayla Jones and Kairyn Miller - 5th place 

Students of the Month for January: Talon McPherson and Jamie Triolo 

Results of District FFA contest Wed. Feb. 5th at Gordon. Vet Science Team finished 9th of 18 teams  Team 
members:  Chase Riedel, Luke Lindberg, Deven Sullivan, Helen Hein Luke was the highest finisher at 25th 
out of 57 Ag Mechanics Team finished 5th and qualified for the state convention in April! Team Members: 
Joe Cross - Hydraulics Alex Rundell - Small Engines- placed 5th overall individually Lily Teeple - Machinery 
Systems- placed 5th Aubrey Clement - Electricity - placed 3rd 

Approve 2020-2021 School Calendar 
Adopt the 2020-2021 school calendar as presented, with school beginning for students on Au-
gust 13, 2020, and school ending for students on May 20, 2021. Passed with a motion by Douglas 
Olsen and a second by Bret Jeffries. 
Authorize posting new certified staff position in Computer Science/Information Technology 
Approve internal and external posting for full-time Computer Science/Information Technology 
teacher. Passed with a motion by Larry Pahl and a second by Barbara Cross. 

The next regular meeting is March 9th, 2020, 7:00 PM. There will be a Special Meeting on February 21st, 
2020 at 8:00am in the school library. The Strategic Plan and District Goals are  on the agenda for this Work 
Session. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

Since Gladys Cross graduated in 1920, there have been 1,383   
graduates of Banner County/Harrisburg High School! This year’s 
commencement will celebrate 100 years of educating and             
preparing students in Banner County for their next step.  
 
Calling all Wildcats! Where are the BCHS alums? 
As of this printing, we have 31 Harrisburg High School/Banner 
County High School alumni  who have  completed our Alumni & 
Friends Survey at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/friendsofBCS 
 

Send this link to your classmates! One way to give back to BCS is to share your life and 
career experiences with current BCS students. We are gathering contact information in 
the hopes of finding alumni willing to share their stories, either through an article in The 
Scratching Post or a visit (real or virtual) to school.   



2019-2020 

ANNUAL REPORT 

BANNER COUNTY SCHOOL 

“Preparing the students of today for the world of tomorrow!” 

This Annual Report provides key information about our school to students, families, and patrons of Banner County 
School. It is not only a report of facts and figures, it is an opportunity to share some of our successes and achieve-
ments over the past 12 months.  
 

In 2019, we embarked on a Strategic Planning process that included identifying our Mission and Vision, cores values, 
goals, and actions to develop and maintain the programs and facilities that support our most precious assets: our     
students. “2020 Vision & Beyond” is in its final stages of revision and will be made available to all patrons soon! 
 

This year, our move to a 4-day school week with Optional Enrichment Fridays has been met with outstanding student 
approval! Over 100 different sessions in the areas of science, technology, engineering, fitness and recreation,           
agriculture, science, art, and music have provided opportunities for our students to explore career paths and extend 
their learning. Our OEF partners include: UNL 4-H Extension, Western Nebraska Community College, Wildcat Hills Rec-
reation Area, National Solar Observatory, Northwest Community College, and community members.  
 

Beginning this year, the Reading Improvement Act requires schools to implement specific supports for emerging and 
struggling readers. Our reading interventions have surpassed our expectations, with a 6% growth in less than one year 
of students meeting or exceeding their reading goals as identified by the winter MAP reading assessment.  
 

Healthy eating promotes student learning! Our district is an approved Community Eligibility Program (CEP). Federal 
funds provide a healthy breakfast and lunch to every BCS student, every day.   
 

Meeting the academic, social, emotional, and heath needs of our students  - educating “the whole child” -  underpins 

our instruction, programming, and daily interactions. I look forward to continued collaboration with the teachers,   

support staff, board members, and patrons of BCS to best prepare our students for their tomorrows! 

Yours in education,  

 

 

             
Evelyn Browne, Ed.D. 
BCS Superintendent 

Banner County School   PO Box 5, 200 School St.  Harrisburg, NE 69345 
Phone: (308) 436-5262   Website: www.bcswildcats.org Fax: (308) 436-5252  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bannerwildcats/     Twitter: @BannerWildcats 

Board of Education  
Dr. Ron Johnson, President 
Douglas Olsen, Vice-President 
Wittni Boettcher, Treasurer 
Barbara Cross 
Larry Pahl 
Bret Jeffries 

Administration 
Dr. Evelyn Browne, Superintendent 
Charles Jones, Principal 
Christopher Cooper, Guidance 
Kari Gifford, Activities Director 

BCS is fully accredited by AdvancED, North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools, Commission on Accreditation, 
and the Nebraska Dept. of Education, meeting the stand-
ards for quality schools that demonstrate exemplary educa-
tional programs.  For more information about accreditation, 
visit the AdvancED website at www.advanc-ed.org or call 
the school. 
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School Funding Sources 
2019-2020

Property taxes State Federal Local Grants Other

 

EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS 
BCS students participate! In MAC (Minuteman Ac-
tivities Conference), NSAA, National Honor Society, 
STUCO, AND cross country, volleyball, football, 
basketball, track and field, wrestling, Speech, One 
Act, and vocal and instrumental music.  
 
Students also compete in FFA, MathCounts, Quiz 
Bowl, Geography and Spelling Bees, and State Fair. 
 
We look forward to more student participation in 
team sports and the return of Six-man football in 
2020-2021!    
 

Go WILDCATS! 

19-20 PK-12 Enrollment 

Resident Students   (66%) 82 

Option Students      (34%) 42 

Total                        (100%) 124 

 18-19 19-20 17-18 

General Fund Operating 
Budget $4,591,606 $4,630,971 $4,461,534 

Assessed  Property  Val-
uation  $310,335,450 $308,136,897 $305,462,112 

General Fund Property 
Tax $2,719,586 $2,698,381 $2,840,798 

Building Fund Property 
Tax  $121,212 $80,808 $30,546 

Net Tax Levy 0.915 0.902 0.94 

 
BCS operates six bus routes of approximately 40 miles 
each, twice daily. We have 7 staff members with CDLs, 2 
substitute bus drivers with CDLs, and 5 staff members   
certified to drive small vehicles for activities under the new 
Rules 91 & 92. We provide home to school transportation 
from every part of the county and have stops in Gering and 
Scottsbluff for Option students from these areas. Our   
drivers have driven 84,389 miles safely and without       
accident or incident so far this year!  

Student Academic Growth     
AQuESTT Classification           

2018-2019 
Elementary = GREAT!  

Middle School = GOOD! 
High School = GREAT! 

% Proficient BCS STATE 

English Lang Arts 59% 52% 

Math 48% 52% 

Science 86% 66% 

PK 10 

K 7 

1 10 

2 13 

3 9 

4 14 

5 6 

6 7 

7 8 

8 11 

9 9 

10 8 

11 5 

12 6 

Administrators—2 

 
 
Office Support—2 

Teachers—22  Guidance– 1 

Library Aide—1  Network Administrator—1 

School Nurse—1 Custodial/Maintenance—2  

Bus Drivers –6  Paraprofessionals—4 

Kitchen Staff—3 Tech Support—1 

Teachers with Master’s Degrees—43%  

Teachers with 5+ years’ experience—78%  

Student-Teacher Ratio— 6:1  

 

Student attendance for Optional Enrichment Friday 
has been a phenomenal 66-86% over the last 14 
OEFs!   Students had access to over 100  different  
sessions!  

 



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 


